


The Latest 

Fourteen members enjoyed our gathering on October 11 at 

MacKerricher State Park. Johanna led a hands-on workshop on 

Propagating Using Cuttings. Attendees had the opportunity to plant 

multiple cuttings from a wide variety of plant trimmings brought by 

members. Everyone took their plantings home for their own garden, and/or 

for next spring’s plant sale. 

[If you attended the workshop and left your plant or tools behind, contact 

Cornelia at 707-494-2149 or CorneliaR@mcn.org] 

The business meeting following the workshop broke into two smaller 

groups to discuss upcoming projects. One group, led by Johanna, discussed 

how best to support and participate in the South Lincoln Street Community 

Garden. A number of members are already involved in the community 

garden.  

The other group, led by Cornelia, discussed how to plan and produce a 

member event in December.  

Neither group came to definitive conclusions. But the breakout groups 

were well received by the members attending.  

If you have feedback on the meetings, please be sure to let us know. 

We are looking for a semi-outdoor location so as many members as 

possible would be comfortable attending a members-only holiday plant 

exchange on December 13. If you have any ideas for a location let us know. 

Meantime check below on the location for the November meeting, 

and note that it will change in case of rain. 

The Yearbooks are completed and were distributed at the meeting.  

If you didn’t pick up your copy at the meeting, please contact 

Johanna (510 967-2369 or jbboakland@live.com) to arrange to get 

one. 





BEAUTY & BIODIVERSITY   

 

 

The Dry Season  

Submitted by Laura Welter 

     After living in Fort Bragg for thirty-nine years, I have determined that 

our seasons are as follows:  Jan-Feb-Mar is Spring. April-May June is 

Summer. July-Aug-Sept is Fall, and Oct-Nov-Dec is Winter. My sisters (we 

grew up in Iowa) always think it’s a hoot when I say, “Okay, July is here, 

so it’s time to start the Fall clean-up.”  

     The rainy season ended so early this year that, in my yard, July truly 

was time to start cutting things back that were pretty much done for the 

year. The coral bells and alstroemeria lilies, the cineraria and Shasta daisies, 



the calendula and yarrow, will all be back next year, but for now they are 

resting up, waiting for the real rainy season to begin.  

     So today on October 1, my yard is looking a little worn out. I am grateful 

for the clump of naked ladies that show up each Fall in that Spring-like 

shade of pink. There are spots of color here and there thanks to my 

Mexican sage, Jupiter’s beard, and a few scented geraniums. The fuchsias 

and Matilija poppies still have a few blooms, and the ornamental oregano 

is hanging in there, still blooming after many weeks.  

     As for my husband David’s edibles - the Gravenstein apples are pretty 

great this Fall, and the pears are starting to ripen. There is always tasty 

lettuce to enjoy, and our neighbor just brought us tomatoes from her 

greenhouse. David’s five hens - Trudy, Connie, Polly, Dina, and Barb - 

have been very busy, so food production in our little corner of the world 

continues, despite the drought.  

   Mother Nature is so much better at watering than I am. Won’t we 

gardeners be happy when the rains begin? 

* * * 

 

Undoubtedly, we and our gardens are all happy that the rains have started. 

Let us hear from you about your garden and gardening thoughts in future 

newsletters. Send us your words—and a picture. 

 

Thanks for reading. 

 

Your co-presidents, 

Johanna Brekke-Brownell 

Cornelia Reynolds 

 


